
 The International Lawrence Durrell Society Herald

Number 32
November 7, 2014
Pamela J. Francis, Editor
Susan S. MacNiven, Founding Editor

The President’s 
Column
Linda Rashidi
President, ILDS
Elected May 2014

Though I have discovered that 
there is no ‘typical’ Durrellian, I 
have long thought of myself as an 
outlier: you see I am a linguist, the-
oretical by training, anthropologi-
cal by inclination. I do not have a 
formal literature background—but 
then neither did Durrell. Perhaps 
this is one reason why I warmed 
to him so. In the final analysis, 
however, what captured me as a 
Durrell aficionada was LD’s lan-
guage. I first discovered Durrell 
(and both language and literature) 
as a young, idealistic Peace Corps 
volunteer in Afghanistan in the 
1960s. Yes, Afghanistan! It may 
seem strange that out of a youthful 
experience in an oral culture I not 
only discovered the utter delight 
of speaking a foreign language in 
its own milieu but also discovered 
literature, yet this is precisely what 
happened. Among the books in 
my Peace Corps-provided book 
locker was a slim volume entitled 
Justine by an author I had never 
heard of—Lawrence Durrell. There 
in the Hindu Kush, along the path 
that Alexander took, in the place 
where he married Roxanne, his 
only wife, I became mesmerized 
for the first time by literature, by 
the way a story can grab hold of 
one, yes, but more importantly by 
a subtle undercurrent of words 
and sounds like no other I had 
ever encountered. For the first 

time, literature took on a new 
meaning: the fullness of its poten-
tial to communicate startled me. 
And that feeling has stayed with 
me. My first graduate (MA) paper 
was an analysis of the signals of 
subjectivity in Justine and Moun-
tolive. Years (and presentations, 
papers, and a monograph) later, 
the Alexandria Quartet has proved 
the perfect work for linguistic anal-
ysis. That said, Durrell is first and 
foremost a great read! Wherever 
I travel, I always have at least one 
Durrell work with me—he remains 
my greatest escape. Long into 
the grips of my obsession with all 
things Durrell, I happened to stum-
ble upon a small piece of paper 
lying on a couch in the lobby of 
the official MLA hotel where I was 
interviewing in December 1995: 
it announced OMG IX: Durrell In 
Alexandria and invited abstracts. 
I sent mine in, and, as they say, 
the rest is history. Since that sum-
mer of 1996, I have found such a 
welcoming home and intellectual 
base in the ILDS.

I am very honored to be taking 
on the role of the President of 
the International  Lawrence Dur-
rell Society. It is a daunting task, 
if only because of the illustrious 
personages who have come be-
fore me. The ILDS has, indeed, a 
loyal assemblage of past presi-
dents who remain the backbone 
of this organization, but I want to 
especially pay tribute to James 
Gifford as outgoing President; 
James served not one but two 
terms, has organized not one but 
two OMG conferences—including 
OMG XVIII in Vancouver this past 
summer, and manages not only 
the website but also moderates 

the listserve discussion board. 
His energy is boundless, and I 
have already found his input and 
insights invaluable. Beyond the 
continuing contributions of the 
past presidents, I have discovered 
over the past few months that oth-
ers are also hard at work: Pamela 
Francis is back at the helm of 
the Herald, a job she took on in 
2006. During her two-year sab-
batical to finish her dissertation, 
Anne Zahlan and David Radavich 
generously filled in, bringing to 
our newsletter their efficiency and 
talent for inclusion and innovation. 
Kudos to Anne and David. Wel-
come back to Pamela. I have been 
following the Durrell Twitter feed, 
which Charles Sligh has been 
moderating; this has attracted lots 
of energy both inside and outside 
the Society. Bravo Charles! Anna 
Lillios remains busy at work put-
ting out our journal Deus Loci; 
this is an enormous amount of 
work and we are blessed to have 
Anna’s competent hand at the 
helm.  Deus Loci 14 is in the works 
and should be out soon. Though 
James Clawson is technically this 
term’s VP, I like to think of him as 
my young techie; whatever my old 
soul needs to figure out in the way 
of this ever-changing world of the 
internet and all things computers, 
James is there with precision and 
not a hint of snark. James has also 
organized two ILDS-sponsored 
panels for the Louisville Confer-
ence on Literature and Culture 
since 1900.  (cont’d next page) 
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From the President, 
cont’d
I urge everyone to check out the 
panels when the conference pro-
gram appears, note dates, and 
join us if you can. These Durrell 
sessions are always lively, and, 
since the Executive Board meets 
during the Conference, there are 
always Durrellian dinners and get-
togethers, to which all are invited.

Finally, I would like to thank Paul 
Lorenz, who has been the ILDS 
Treasurer/Secretary since the be-
ginning of time, even during his 
own term of office as President. 
For me, Paul is the ILDS! We all 
owe a huge debt of appreciation 
to Paul for his constant work and 
unflappable ability to solve all 
problems.

Since many of us were unable to 
attend OMG XVIII, the Executive 
Board tried a ‘meeting’ by email 
exchange over the summer. Lots 
of good ideas for the coming year 
were batted about, areas of con-
cern were discussed, and plans 
were formulated. I will only give a 
brief summary here: 1) OMG XIX 
is in the initial planning stage and 
we are soliciting proposals for the 
2016 conference. The deadline for 
submission of preliminary propos-
als is December 1, 2014. But if 
you miss this deadline and have 
ideas for hosting future confer-
ences, contact me or any member 
of the Executive Board. 2) We are 
looking for ways to recruit new 
members, and the Board wel-
comes all suggestions. We are 
especially interested in ways to at-
tract new scholars—or just lovers 
of Durrell. 3) James Gifford has 
done a marvelous job of reorga-
nizing our website in WordPress; 
now we are looking for someone 
who has the chops to be the Web-
master; please contact me if you, 
or someone you know, might be 
willing and able to take on this 
function. 

As I assume my duties as 
president, I am grateful to have 
such experienced and talented 
Board members at my side. Be-
sides a crew of very active past 
presidents—James Gifford, Don 
Kacvinsky, Paul Lorenz, Anna 
Lillios, Anne Zahlan, and Ian 
MacNiven—Paul, James Claw-
son and I are fortunate to have 
at-large members Charles Sligh 
and Corinne Alexandre-Garner. 
But we also need the input of all 
of you, so please do not hesitate 
to contact me (or any of the Board 
members) with ideas, offers of 
your talents, or just to exchange 
ideas. My #1 goal for my first year 
as president is to engage (with) 
as many Durrell society members 
(and potential members) as pos-
sible. I hope to hear from you!

A Letter from your Editor
Pamela J. Francis
It’s great to be back on the 
Herald, and I look forward to 
getting back into the editing 
swing. I’m very grateful to Anne 
Zahlan and David Radovich 
for stepping in and keeping the 
Herald on track. They are re-
sponsible for adding a few new 
features that I hope to continue; 
for instance, this issue features 
another installment of Peter 
Baldwin’s “Conversatons with 
Another Ass, or Views from 
Pudding Island,” and Anne’s 
look back at the Society’s be-
ginnings in “Thirty Years Ago in 
the Herald.” Of course, Grove 
Koger continues to add to our 
reading lists (the books on my 
nightstand continually threaten 
to topple over in an avalanche 
of bibliographic proportions). 

I hope to add a few new fea-
tures as I regain my editing 
legs. I’d like to put a request 
in now for reports of atten-
dance at conferences related 
to Durrell studies as well as 
conferences of even broader 
interests. I noticed today on 
Facebook that former Society 
President Donald Kaczinsky is 
in Poland; I can’t wait to hear 
about that trip! Meanwhile, as I 
type this, our two Jameses, Gif-
ford and Clawson, are in Pitts-
burgh at the Modernist Studies 
Association. A very brief report 
from James Gifford informs us 
that his and James Clawson’s 
seminar on modernist serial-
ity expressed a great deal 
more interest in Durrell than 
expected--which is a fair indica-
tion that Durrell has become a 
regular topic within modernist 
studies. Please look on page 8 
for listings of conferences that 
I believe will be of interest to 
Durrell studies. 

Yours Truly,
Rice University
May 16, 2014

Finally.
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My two year hiatus from the 
Herald was necessarily one 
from ILDS activity as well. I’ve 
missed seeing everyone at Lou-
isville, and although I was in 
London in 2012, I missed out on 
On Miracle Ground XVIII in Van-
couver this past summer. I can 
assure you that only something 
of extreme importance would 
take me away from the Society. 
During my absence, I finally 
finished my doctorate. I offer 
photographic proof, and indeed, 
I have to look at it periodically to 
remind myself that my long aca-
demic sojourn is over! 

I was also fortunate enough 
to land a job, and a great one 
at that. One of the perks of 
my position at the Louisiana 
School for Math, Science, and 
the Arts is the honor of work-
ing with fine scholars who are 
talented teachers as well. My 
fellow “newbie” and English 
teacher, Jocelyn Donlon, is one 
such colleague, and Jocelyn 
was kind enough to bring me a 
literary souvenir from her trip to 
Paris this summer. As soon as 
I opened it, I saw the picture of 
Larry at Shakespeare and Com-
pany (just call it a sixth sense). 
I’ve reproduced the picture of 
Larry here for your pleasure. 

I hope you enjoy the Herald. 
Please send any items of inter-
est to me at pamelajofrancis@
gmail.com. I look forward to 
hearing from you! 

A flyer from the early 1960’s. 
George Whitman is the current 

owner of  Shakespeare and 
Company Bookstore

A pleasant surpirse: I 
opened this gift from Paris 
and immedately saw this 
picture of  Larry, play-
ing with fire above the      

“Wishing Well”
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Conversations 
with Another 
Ass, or Views 
from Pudding 
Island
Peter Baldwin
A recent interview with the 
British novelist William Boyd 
on the BBC Radio 3 music 
and arts channel led me back 
to Boyd’s novels, recalling 
that the principal character 
in the novel “Any Human 
Heart” may have been based 
on Lawrence Durrell. Most 
recently I have read Boyd’s 
The New Confession, a fiction-
alised biography of a 1930s 
filmmaker whose lifelong 
ambition was to complete 
a film biography of Jean-
Jacques Rousseau. Prior to 
that I had read the recently 
published James Bond novel 
written by Boyd, Solo; I am 
currently reading The Blue 
Afternoon, the account by Kay 
Fischer of the sudden ar-
rival in her life of a man who 
claims to be her father and, 
to quote the jacket blurb, 
their “extra ordinary journey 
as they delve back into [her 
father’s] past.” I suspect the 
novel will be, for want of a 
better term, an “identity cri-
sis” novel.
With the suspected link with 
Durrell, I had hopes that the 
connection between Dur-
rell and Boyd would make 
a good subject for this col-
umn. So, I googled “William 
Boyd Lawrence Durrell” as 
a single phrase but the best 
I could come up with is a 
reference by John Mullan 
in the Guardian newspaper 
to an interview with Boyd, 
who cites Cyril Connolly as 
the main inspiration for the 
protagonist in Any Human 

Heart and whose character 
“chimed with other gifted, 
self-destructive English writ-
ers I liked: Henry Green, 
Lawrence Durrell and, pre-
eminently, William Ger-
hardie.” In the Independent 
newspaper, Boyd admits to 
meeting Durrell at the end of 
his life – ‘’he was a terrible of 
old soak.”
Not much copy there for this 
column! Much as I enjoy 
Boyd’s writing, there is little 
in it to interest me philo-
sophically or, dare I say it 
“metaphysically.” And that 
is my point here, that my 
continued interest in Dur-
rell’s writing is his ability to 
probe his own learning and 
re-present it to the reader in 
fictionalised form. This may 
beg the question where fic-
tion stops and didacticism 
starts, but let me quote just 
a couple of lines to you from 
Sebastian, the fourth novel 
in the Avignon Quintet and 
which I have been dipping 
into parallel to my read-
ing Boyd. Affad surprises 
Constance in the course of 
a conversation about yoga 
by saying “Einstein’s non-
discrete field, Groddeck’s ‘It’, 
and Pursewarden’s “heraldic 
universe” were all one and 
the same concept and would 
easily answer to the formula-
tions of (the Sanskrit writer) 
Patanjali.” This short sen-
tence exemplifies Durrell’s 
ability to bring together dis-
parate ideas and weave them 
into novel form – the physi-
cal, the psychological and the 
poetical, all recognising what 
they get from Eastern ideas.
Durrell’s writing could never 
be dubbed “autofiction” but 
it is this writer’s view that all 
Durrell’s philosophical ideas 
are presented in his novels 
and presented through the 
genre of fiction. That there 

has never been a serious 
book-length study until now 
of the influence of Eastern 
philosophy on Durrell’s 
thinking is, on reflection, 
amazing, given the strength 
of its influence, particu-
larly in the Avignon Quintet. 
We now have C. Ravindran 
Nambiar’s scholarly study, 
published by Cambridge 
Scholars Publishing: Indian 
Metaphysics in Lawrence Dur-
rell’s Novels. And what you 
get is exactly what the title 
says, an in depth exposition 
of Eastern metaphysics on 
Durrell’s writing.

A special feature of the 
study is a contribution by 
another distinguished Dur-
rell scholar, Isabelle Keller-
Privat, whose observations 
on Nambiar’s script are wo-
ven into this published study. 
Corinne Alexandre-Garner 
has provided a Foreword and 
Ian MacNiven  an Introduc-
tion.
Pudding Island cont’d p. 10
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Among critical studies published this 
year is a revised, slightly expanded 
edition of  Jeremy Robinson’s Lawrence 
Durrell: Between Love and Death, East and 
West from Crescent Moon. Robinson 
notes that Durrell “hasn’t been grant-
ed the same status as the major mod-
ernists” but argues that he is “every bit 
as significant, culturally” and “much 
more inspiring and enriching than 
some of  them.” The book originally 
appeared in 1995 under a slightly dif-
ferent title and was reprinted in 2008.

Dianne Vipond‘s “Ethics, Aesthetics, 
and History in Lawrence Durrell’s 
Avignon Quintet” deals with what 
she terms “Durrell’s most ambitious 
novel.” The essay appears in Contempo-
rary Trauma Narratives: Liminality and the 
Ethics of  Form, edited by Susana Onega 
and Jean-Michel Ganteau and pub-
lished this year by Routledge.

Jim Bowman’s Narratives of  Cyprus: 
Modern Travel Writing and Cultural En-
counters since Lawrence Durrell includes 
“Fashioned for Story’s Sake: Lawrence 
Durrell’s Bitter Lemons and the Lay of  
a Landscape Troped and Narrated for 
Posterity.” Says the book’s publisher, 
I.B. Tauris, “Bowman shows how 
a western and politicized image of  
Cyprus has been created, increasingly 
divorced from the realities experienced 
by the local population.”

In The Unknown Henry Miller: A Seeker 
in Big Sur, Arthur Hoyle writes that his 

aim is “to reposition Miller for a new 
generation of  readers.” As the book’s 
subtitle suggests, Hoyle focuses his ex-
amination on Miller’s years in the “big 
south” region of  coastal California. 
Published by Arcade, the biography 
has drawn the praise of  Miller’s son, 
Tony, who calls it “the best book ever 
written about my father.”

Interest in Patrick Leigh Fermor and 
his exploits continues unabated. As 
I write, Fermor’s Abducting a General: 
The Kreipe Operation and SOE in Crete is 
scheduled to be published in Britain 
by John Murray. (See issue no. 31 of  
the Herald for details.) Due out from 
Bloomsbury is Rick Stroud’s Kidnap in 
Crete: The True Story of  the Abduction of  a 
Nazi General. Like Wes Davis’s Ariadne 
Objective (2013), Stroud’s volume sum-
marizes the Battle of  Crete and the 
work of  the Special Operations Execu-
tive on that island before describing 
the kidnapping in detail.

Besides Fermor’s account and those 
of  many others, Kidnap in Crete draws 
upon W. Stanley “Billy” Moss’s Ill Met 
by Moonlight and A War of  Shadows. The 
former book has just been reprinted 
by Cassell Military and the latter by 
Bene Factum in the United Kingdom 
and Paul Dry in the United States. In 
addition, an attractive new edition of  
Xan Fielding’s Hide and Seek, his 1954 
memoir of  his war-time experiences, 
has been announced by the Folio 
Society. (If  you’re keeping track, this 
is in addition to last year’s paperback 
reprint from Paul Dry.)

Those who want to know even more 
about Fermor will want to read Drink 
Time! In the Company of  Patrick Leigh 
Fermor, a memoir by the writer/adven-
turer’s Spanish-language translator, 
Dolores Payás. This edition is trans-
lated by Amanda Hopkinson and is 
published by Bene Factum.

Edward Lear is the subject of  The 

Owl and the Pussycats: Lear in Love, the 
Untold Story, by Michael Montgomery 
(Pen Press, 2013). A study focusing on 
the romantic life of  the painter and 
nonsense poet, it describes a sensitive, 
highly talented man whose concerns 
over his physical appearance, his 
health, and his finances doomed him 
to bachelorhood. Montgomery is also 
the author of  Lear’s Italy: In the Footsteps 
of  Edward Lear (Cadogan, 2005).

Olivia Manning is remembered 
primarily for the Fortunes of  War, two 
series of  novels chronicling the vicis-
situdes of  a British couple fleeing 
the Nazi advance through Southeast 
Europe to the Middle East. The Balkan 
Trilogy was reprinted by New York 
Review Books in 2010, and the Levant 
Trilogy, consisting of  The Danger Tree, 
The Battle Lost and Won, and The Sum 
of  Things, has just been reprinted by 
the same publisher. Anthony Burgess 
deemed the six novels “the finest fic-
tional record of  the war produced by a 
British writer.”

The 

Chart 

by Grove Koger

Room 
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Thirty Years 
Ago in the  
Herald
submitted by Anne Zahlan

The following excerpts 
come from LDS vice-presi-
dent Nancy Lewis’s column 
in the second issue of The  
Lawrence Durrell Society 
Herald, edited by Gregory 
Dickson, Susan MacNiven, 
and Lawrence Markert, and 
dated 15 September 1984. 
Nancy addresses the peren-
nially vexed interactions 
of art and politics. 

  Bill God-
shalk’s letter saying 
that On Miracle Ground 
III renewed his ‘whole 
outlook on literature’ 
particularly struck 
me because I too left 
the conference feeling 
quite “up” about being 
in English literature: 
English literature is 
wonderful; the people 
in it are wonderful; it 
certainly is the right 
choice after all.

  Then I re-
turned to campus to al-
most total immersion in 
quite another aspect of 
academic life. . . : a 
search and screen com-
mittee involved in many 
disputes over interpre-
tations of affirmative 
action guidelines . . 
. . My thoughts often 
strayed to Durrell dur-
ing some of these long 
sessions. I thought of 
the number of times he 
has spoken of the psy-
chic energy that one 
wastes or that gets si-

phoned off to no avail 
in the fray of day-to-
day politics. I thought 
admiringly and perhaps 
a bit enviously of Dur-
rell who seems to have 
kept his psychic ener-
gies undispersed, co-
herently focused on art 
and the artist within 
himself. How wonderful!

  Almost con-
currently, however, 
the usual nagging ques-
tions—nagging for an 
old Wisconsin liberal, 
at any rate—surfaced; 
can one really sit idly 
by while a democratic 
society moves toward 
becoming a two-tiered 
society, with some mem-
bers accorded full 
rights of citizenship 
and privilege while 
others are excluded? . 
. . .

  So ultimate-
ly, my return from OMG 
III reflected my own 
mixed feelings about 
art and politics. I 
have conflicting opin-
ions about Durrell’s 
advice that we should 
preserve our psychic 
energies by avoid-
ing the sound and fury 
of day-to-day politics 
(his overt interest in 
history over the long 
haul, so evident in 
the Quintet, seems to 
me quite another mat-
ter from day-to-day 
issues).  The fatal-
ism evinced by so many 
characters, especially 
in Livia, about the in-
evitability of World 
War II and later about 
the fate of the Jews 
may have much histori-
cal accuracy, but it 
is also chilling. How 
could people sit idly 

by and not at some 
point get involved in 
making better political 
decisions?

 If anybody out 
there has been giving 
any thought to Durrell 
and politics recently, 
I would love to hear 
from you. Perhaps we 
could publish some oth-
er ideas on the subject 
in the next Herald. In 
the meantime, have a 
good fall semester and 
“enjoy” the U.S. elec-
tions season.  

 

Like us on Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/
groups/lawrencedurrell.org/
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From 
Prospero’s 
Cell.......
“...landscape  as a form of 
Metaphysics...”

Closure of  the Durrell 
School of  Corfu and     
Establishment of  a New 
Online Library Facility

The Durrell School of Corfu 
opened in 2002, with an interna-
tional seminar focussing on transla-
tion, biography, ecology and gas-
tronomy, as reported by Paul Wat-
kins in AHR no. 26. The DSC has 
held regular seminars for the past 
twelve years, promoting the topics 
that concerned the Durrell broth-
ers (Lawrence, 1912-1980, Gerald 
1925-1995) who lived in Corfu 
1935-39. The DSC has created an 
increasing international fraternity 
of scholars in all disciplines, who 
remain in communication both with 
the School and with each other. 

During that time, the School was 
instrumental in having a garden 
on the Esplanade of Corfu Town 
named in honour of the brothers – 
Bosketto Durrell – with bas-reliefs 
donated by the Louis group of ho-
tels.

With the end of sponsorship in 
2012 and the general downturn in 
the global economy, the DSC had 
been struggling financially. Loss of 
its premises in 2013, and the lack 
of an alternative space, suggested 

a rethink. It has now been decided, 
with the greatest regret, but with 
straightforward realism, to dissolve 
the Greek-registered company and 
to suspend the DSC’s operations.

This, however, is not the end of 
Durrell-related events in Corfu. 
The annual Gerald Durrell Week, 
held in the north-east of the island, 
will continue under the personal 
management of David and Alexina 
Ashcroft. 

The Durrell Library (the largest 
English-language library in Corfu, 
containing much unpublished ma-
terial relating to Lawrence Durrell) 
has been relocated in the home of 
its former director, Richard Pine, 
and may be visited by appointment 
(rpinecorfu@yahoo.com).

A new ‘Durrell Library of Corfu’ 
website will soon be operational. 
This will facilitate online publica-
tion of material relating to Law-
rence Durrell and Gerald Durrell. 
Initially, Richard Pine’s study Law-
rence Durrell: the Mindscape and 
Brewster Chamberlin’s A Chro-
nology of the Life and Times of 
Lawrence Durrell will be available 
free of charge to readers. Papers 
formerly read at DSC seminars and 
similar events will also be includ-
ed, as will the texts of other DSC 
publications when the print copies 
are exhausted; these include Theo-
dore Stephanides’ Autumn Glean-
ings: Corfu Memoirs and Poems 
which has proved exceptionally 
valuable to scholars and general 
readers alike.

Since both Durrell brothers wrote 
extensively about Corfu (and, in 
Lawrence’s case, prolifically on 
other Greek islands), the culture 

and history of the Ionian Islands, 
which has been one of the pillars 
of the DSC since its first year, will 
continue to feature on the website. 
The recent establishment by the Io-
nian University of a British-Greek 
Research Centre (the only one in 
Greece) provides an extra momen-
tum to the symbiotic relationship of 
Britain and Greece which will be 
explored and supported by the Dur-
rell Library of Corfu.

It is intended to include on the 
website an interactive facility by 
means of which writers and read-
ers of the Durrells’ works can 
exchange research, opinions and 
other contributions.

The website will also include archi-
val material relating to the progress 
of the DSC 2002-14.

Thus the spirit which animated the 
DSC from its inception will contin-
ue to be manifested in ‘Geraldian’ 
explorations of the natural environ-
ment, and in ‘Lawrentian’ essays, 
monographs, and full-length stud-
ies.

The website is currently under con-
struction, but will be available at: 
www.durrelllibrarycorfu.org. 

Richard Pine, Durrell Library of 
Corfu
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Welcoming               
submissions by       
Durrell scholars:

The 2015 conference 
of The Space Between 
Society, ‘At Home in 
the Space Between,’
focuses on the concept of 
home during the period 1914-
1945.  ‘Home’ as a space in-
vites discussions of interiority, 
belonging, and family.  It also 
conjures alternate concep-
tions of haunting, anxiety, and 
alienation.  From notions of 
the Great War’s ‘home front’ 
to the interwar period’s ‘back 
to home and duty,’ politicized 
notions of home are especially 
rich during this period.  The 
innovative design and lifestyle 
experimentation of this period 
also invite studies of a domes-
tic modernity.  The conference 
‘At Home in the Space Be-
tween’ requests papers from 
all disciplines that consider 
‘home’ in the broadest sense 
as both space and concept.

Submissions should include 
an abstract of no more than 
300 words and a short bio-
graphical statement. Please 
send your abstracts to: 

Barbara Green
Associate Professor of English
Concurrent Faculty Gender Studies
University of Notre Dame
Notre Dame IN 46556

The deadline for receipt of 
abstracts is 15 January 2015. 
The conference will be held at 
the University of Notre Dame, 
June 19-21, 2015.

Lines Between: Culture 
and Empire in the Eastern          
Mediterranean

Nicosia, Cyprus: 3-6 June 2015
Co-Hosted by European University 
Cyprus and Richard Stockton College 
of New Jersey

 Abstracts of a 250-word maximum 
for 20-minute papers, and a 400-
word maximum for three-paper 
panels (with the names of the pan-
elists) that engage with these and 
other relevant questions should be 
submitted electronically addressed 
to David Roessel or Stavros Ka-
rayanni at eucrscconference2015@
gmail.com by Sunday, 30 No-
vember 2014 (11.30.2014). Please 
make sure that you send the pro-
posal as an attachment and include 
“Conference Proposal” in the topic 
line of your email. 

The organizers are looking into the 
possibility of a publication that will 
feature a selection of papers from 
the conference.

Acceptances will be sent by 19 De-
cember 2014.

Please see the conference webpage 
for a list of possible areas of in-
quiry as well as registration infor-
mation. 

http://eucrscconference2015.org/

And a Reminder: 

The International Lawrence 
Durrell Society has main-
tained a presence at the Louis-
ville Conference on Literature 
and Culture since 1900 for 
quite some time now, and we 
will continue the tradition 
February 26-28, 2015. James 
Clawson has organized two 
panels which I am sure will 
prove lively! We will do our 
part to support the restaurant 
industry while there as well. 
But if the presence of Durrell 
Society members alone is not 
enough to entice you, please  
know that the Louisville Con-
ference has consistently of-
fered a broad variety of panel 
topics and cultural events that 
have always made the journey 
well worth while. 

Please go to the conference 
website for more details:

http://www.thelouisvillecon-
ference.com/index.php
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Pudding Island, cont’d
Prof Nambiar tells us how 
the late Dr. James A. Brigham 
confessed to him “that he 
could make no headway in 
his endeavour to grasp Indian 
philosophy.” Prof Nambiar 
is very well equipped from 
both the ethnic and schol-
arly points of view to give us 
an “insider’s” view of Indian 
metaphysics and how those 
ideas are reinterpreted in 
Durrell’s fiction. The early 
chapter on the Alexandra 
Quartet interprets the tetrol-
ogy in the light of the ideas 
of J. Krishnamurti, and a 
later chapter focuses Affad, 
a character from the Quintet, 
with cross references to Hux-
ley’s Perennial Philosophy and 
Joseph Campbell’s work the 
Hero with a Thousand Faces.

I am not sure if I agree with 
the Professor’s reflection that 
Durrell had an “utter loath-
ing of Western culture” (p. 6). 
Durrell relied much on the 
difference of Western culture 
against which to compare his 
preference for Eastern meta-
physics. Durrell relied heav-
ily on some Western ideas, 
such as his reflections on 
Bergsonian time, the idea of 
the unconscious as developed 
by Freud and the cyclical na-
ture of history as expounded 
by Spengler. I prefer the Pro-
fessor’s comment at page 98 
that Durrell “believes that in 
the West, there is a philoso-
phy which encourages joy 
and happiness in life. What 
he has in mind is Epicurean 
philosophy.”

Professor Nambiar rightly 
points out that India was 
more an idea for Durrell 
than a place to revisit; I think 
that there is a sense of the 
alterity of place in Durrell’s 
concept of India – it repre-

sented a different place from, 
say,  Europe and North Af-
rica, centres  and sources of 
‘Western civilistaion.’ The 
Professor guides us thus: “In 
this regard, for Durrell, as an 
artist and as a novelist, ori-
ental wisdom that serves as a 
literary device, because real-
ity gets revealed by itself, and 
there is no need to create any 
imaginary or artificial real-
ity in fiction” (p. 25). Whilst 
I agree with this statement, 
I am left uncomfortable in 
the tension between Eastern 
metaphysics as a form of 
truth with its implications of 
the absolute and the idea that 
the wisdom of such meta-
physics is purely a literary 
device. I would suggest that 
Durrell’s use of Eastern wis-
dom is more than a literary 
device, but one which can be 
elevated to the status of meta-
phor in its most elevated state 
(that religion is a metaphor 
for “truth”).

I also disagree with the Pro-
fessor’s view that “the best 
way to reach Durrell and his 
metaphysics is to read his A 
Key to Modern British Poetry” 
(p. 31). Useful as that essay is, 
in seeing the development of 
Durrell’s ideas, it was only in 
the course of the Quintet that 
those ideas started to be more 
accomplished in what Dur-
rell described as his “anag-
norisis.” Professor Nambiar 
is more to the point when he 
suggests that his book is “in-
tended to help the students 
of Durrell to understand the 
Indian side of him, so that 
his novels can be read in the 
light of the intuitive wisdom, 
the Oriental wisdom, lying 
buried in them.” To that end, 
I think he succeeds very well 
indeed.

Professor Nambiar grapples 
with the often taboo subject 

of Tantric sex propounded 
by Durrell in the Quintet: 
“[Durrell’s] Oriental insight 
into sex helps him to evolve a 
strategy in which sex, psyche, 
love and culture can be in-
terrelated in the novel and a 
new reality can be presented. 
Readers can easily notice in 
Durrell’s novels a clear dif-
ference between lust and 
love” (p. 92). Further clarity 
is found at page 99: “Thus 
[D.H.] Lawrence and Dur-
rell are equally enthusiastic 
in their novels to see how 
psychic tranquillity can be 
achieved through sex, and 
to illustrate how the sense of 
shame can be replaced with a 
sense of chastity or purity in 
the mind, which leads to the 
attainment of absolute bliss.”

The extent to which Durrell 
actually practised what he 
“preaches” is a speculation, 
not appropriate to a critical 
response to these issues but 
the passages I have just quot-
ed reflect the aspirational 
perspective of this implied 
critique of Western puritani-
cal and mechanical attitudes 
to sex.

I would have preferred a less 
hagiographic and more chal-
lenging critique of Durrell’s 
use of Indian philosophy, and 
there are a galling number of 
minor typographical errors 
which better copy editing 
would have quickly eradicat-
ed. It is also my opinion that 
to include as an appendix 
dix Prof. Nambiar’s interview 
with Mulk Raj Anand was a 
mistake. Anand’s replies (the 
interview was conducted in 
written form) add little light 
to the hypotheses promoted 
by Prof. Nambiar in this book 
and it is evident that Anand 
did not have sufficient under-
standing of the development 
of Durrell’s Eastern thinking
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Pudding Island, cont’d

from some of his earliest 
writings through to his last.
I am sorry that Professor 
Nambiar takes the view that 
the Quintet is “difficult for a 
common reader to enjoy” and 
that “only the readers with a 
certain level of knowledge in 
philosophy or having great 
experience in life can read 
and appreciate it” (p. 127). I 
have found all the novels in 
the Quintet to provide easy 
access to some difficult ideas. 
Nevertheless, the Professor’s 
book provides an invaluable 
and thought-provoking essay, 
which, uniquely in the canon 
of extent Durrell criticism, 
helps explain the significance 
to Durrell of Indian meta-
physics.

Indian Metaphysics in Law-
rence Durrell’s Novels retails 
at £44.99 [ US $76.99 ] and 
is available from Amazon; 
for details of the book on 
the publisher’s website, see: 
http://www.cambridgeschol-
ars.com/ and search Nambiar.
All unattributed page refer-
ences in this essay are from 
the book under review and 
are reproduced here without 
correction of syntax or punc-
tuation.

Follow us on Twitter: 

   https://twitter.com/
DurrellSociety

DEUS LOCI

The Lawrence Durrell
Journal

would like to invite submissions 
of original scholarly articles on 
the life and work of Lawrence 
Durrell and his circles, including 
Henry Miller, Anais Nin, Gerald 
Durrell, Richard Aldington, George 
Seferis, Keith Douglas, Bernard 
Spencer, Olivia Manning, etc. All 
critical approaches are welcome, 
including gender, historical, 
textual, biographical, and source 
studies; as well as gender-based, 
multicultural, ecocritical, and 
other post-structuralist methods.

 In addition, submissions 
of short fiction and poetry--
in the spirit of LD and/or the 
Mediterranean--are also invited.

 Please submit two hard 
copies and one Word copy of 
critical article manuscripts in MLA 
style. Short fiction manuscripts, 
also submitted in two hard copies 
and one Word copy, should be no 
more than twenty double-spaced 
pages in length. Deadline for next 
issue is July 15, 2008.Please send 
submissions and correspondence 
related to other editorial issues 
and subscriptions to

Dr. Anna Lillios

Dept.of English

University of 

Central Florida

P.O. Box 161346


